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'You may imagine how all my calm vanished. 
The little brutes were close upon me. One 
touched me. I made a sweeping blow in the 
dark at them with the levers, and began to 
scramble into the saddle of the machine. Then 
came one hand upon me and then another. 
Then I had simply to fight against their 
persistent fingers for my levers, and
at the same time feel for the studs over which 
these fitted. One, indeed, they almost got 
away from me. As it slipped from my hand,
I had to butt in the dark with my head—I 
could hear the Morlock's skull ring—to 
recover it. It was a nearer thing than the fight 
in the forest, I think, this last scramble.
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'Presently I thought what a fool I was to get 
wet. I stood up and looked round me. A 
colossal figure, carved apparently in some 
white stone, loomed indistinctly beyond the 
rhododendrons through the hazy
downpour. But all else of the world was 
invisible.
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I consented, hardly comprehending then the 
full import of his words, and he nodded and 
went on down the corridor. I heard the door of
the laboratory slam, seated myself in a chair, 
and took up a daily paper. What was he going 
to do before lunch-time? Then suddenly
I was reminded by an advertisement that I had 
promised to meet Richardson, the publisher, 
at two. I looked at my watch, and saw
that I could barely save that engagement. I got 
up and went down the passage to tell the Time 
Traveller.
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